
A certain newly appointed Rosh Yeshiva once came to the Bais 
Yisroel’s tisch on Friday night. He was honored by having his 
name called out, and seemed appreciative. Afterwards, the 
Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Alter; his Gabbai (attendant and assistant), 
R’ Binke, and his Shaliach (who was sent on missions for the 

Rebbe), R’ Kleinlehrer, went home.

R’ Kleinlehrer came back to the Rebbe and 
found him with a broad smile on his face.

R’ Kleinlehrer followed the Rebbe’s instructions 
and knocked on the Rosh Yeshiva’s front door.

Oy! Is 
everything all 

right? How can I 
assist the Rebbe’s 

shaliach?

The Rebbe sent me 
to clarify that the Gabbai’s 

calling out names without titles 
is a Gerrer minhag. The Rebbe 
realized that this may seem 
offensive to a Rosh Yeshiva, 

and apologizes.

Oh, thank you! I 
am so pleased and 
impressed with the 
Rebbe’s sensitivity.

Reb Leizer Moishe was 
recently appointed Rosh 

Yeshiva. When you announced 
his name, you said, ‘Leizer Moishe,’ 
like everyone else! True, that’s the 

custom among chassidim, but he 
might have felt bad. We need to 

fix it…

Go to his house 
and tell him that you 
heard me express my 

distress to the gabbai 
over the fact that he hadn’t 

announced his name with 
proper respect. Tell him 

that I apologize!

Rebbe, it is 
quite late… perhaps 
the Rosh Yeshiva has 

already gone to 
bed?

No, I’m sure 
he hasn’t gone to 
sleep yet. Go, and 

then report back to 
me.

Shoin, now he’s 
sleeping well! Oy, 
how easy this was 
to rectify!... It is 

forbidden to hurt 
people’s feelings.

Nu, was 
he sleeping 
already?

Rebbe was right. 
He was awake and 
was very pleased 

to hear the Rebbe’s 
explanation.

ר זַצַ״ל תֶּ רָאֵל אַלְׂ כַי זַצַ״ל the third son of ,ר׳ יִשְׂ דְׂ רָהָם מָרְׂ ת the) ר׳ אַבְׂ רֵי אֱמֶּ הוּדִית and (אִמְׂ  was born in ,חַיָה ראָדעֶּ יְׂ
Góra Kalwaria, Poland. Until the age of ten, he learned under his grandfather, יֵה לֵײבּ זַצַ״ל הוּדָה אַרְׂ  ר׳ יְׂ
(the ת פַת אֱמֶּ וָה At his .עִלּוּי and was already recognized as an (שְׂ  ,he became engaged to his cousin ,בַּר מִצְׂ
ת They married in 1910. In 1940, the .חַיָה שָרָה רֵי אֱמֶּ רָאֵל escaped to אִמְׂ ץ יִשְׂ רֶּ ר׳  ,along with his three sons אֶּ
רָאֵל רָאֵל the) יִשְׂ חָה בּוּנִים ,(בֵּית יִשְׂ חָה the) ר׳ שִמְׂ נַחֵם and ,(לֵב שִמְׂ חָס מְׂ נַחֵם the) ר׳ פִינְׂ נֵי מְׂ רָאֵל .(פְׂ  s wife and’ר׳ יִשְׂ
children perished while trying to escape הי״ד. He remarried in 1948 to רל  Weinfeld, but he did not have פעֶּ
children from this marriage. After his father's טִירָה  he assumed the mantle of leadership. For the ,פְׂ
next 29 years, with his unusual caring, brilliance and טוּת ה he was ,פַשְׂ  and חֲסִידוּת to rebuild Gerrer זוֹכֶּ
was a major force in the דוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה ת גְׂ צֶּ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶּ  As a staunch supporter of authentic .אֲגֻדַת יִשְׂ
רָאֵל the ,ײִדִישקײט רָאֵל ,had a profound positive impact on many people. His magnum opus בֵּית יִשְׂ  is a ,בֵּית יִשְׂ

concise version of his רֵי תוֹרָה  .טִישִים that he delivered at his דִבְׂ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,born in Belz ,(4th Belzer Rebbe) זַצַ״ל Rokeach ר׳ אַהֲרֹן
Ukraine, was the כוֹר ר דוֹב of בְּ שכָׂ ה and ר׳ יִשָׂ מָׂ ה רוּחָׂ  née) בַאשָׂ
Twersky). He was taught by his father and his grandfather, 

עַ  הוֹשֻׁ אוֹן the 2nd Belzer Rebbe. He was a ,ר׳ יְּ ה in all facets of גָׂ  and his ,תּוֹרָׂ
father delegated all ה כָׂ סַק הֲלָׂ ה He married .ר׳ אַהֲרֹן to פְּ כָׂ  the daughter of ,מַלְּ
his father's brother מוּאֵל ב the ,שְּ  of Sokal. He and his wife had 5 sons and 4 רָׂ
daughters. In 1926, after his father’s ה טִירָׂ  .he was appointed Rebbe ,פְּ
During WWII, through many נִסִים, he escaped to אֵל רָׂ  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן .אֶרֶץ יִשְּ
devoted the rest of his life to rebuilding ה  He opened .חֲסִידוּת and תּוֹרָׂ
a ה מוּד תּוֹרָׂ ה and a תֶּל אָבִיב in תַּלְּ שִיבָׂ לַיִם in יְּ רוּשָׂ  He was beloved by all and is .יְּ
buried next to ר׳ מֹשֶה Feinstein and the Tchebiner ב  .רָׂ

 כ״א מנחם אב
5640 – 5717 
1880 – 1957 

The 4th Belzer Rebbe, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן Rokeach זַצַ״ל, was 

known as the ‘Wonder Rabbiner’ by both 
Jews and Gentiles alike. It is related that  ר׳
עַ העֶרשל  ,זַצַ״ל ,of Kopycznitz אַבְרָהָם יְהוֹשֻׁ
once asked him what he ate for breakfast. 
פַת  responded that he had fulfilled ר׳ אַהֲרֹן
 .by putting sugar into his coffee שַחֲרִית
The Kopycznitzer urged him to eat more 
— the world needed him to be strong. Four 
years later, when the Kopycznitzer visited 
the Belzer Rebbe once again, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן said him, 
“Since your last visit, I now eat another spoonful 

because it is a מִצְוָה to listen to דִבְרֵי חֲכָמִים!”  
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ה       יל מֹשֶׁ ר …  אָז יַבְדִּ צֶׁ ת בֶׁ ים…) לָרְאוּבֵנִי… אֶׁ מג(-ד:מא דְבָרִּ  
 Then Moshe set aside … Betzer … of Reuven … 
 Shortly before his death, ה עָרֵי  designated three of the six מֹשֶׁ
קְלָט  cities of refuge, where a Jew who had killed someone ,מִּ
accidentally could flee from the pursuit of the victims close relatives. 
The remaining three cities were later set aside by  ַע שְרָאֵל in יְהוֹשֻׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  אֶׁ
proper on the western bank of the יַרְדֵן. The three cities that  ַע  יְהוֹשֻׁ
designated are listed in a north-to-south order (עַ כ:ז  while the ,(יְהוֹשֻׁ
three cities that ה  designated are listed from south to north, with מֹשֶׁ
ר צֶׁ  merit to have רְאוּבֵן listed first. Why did ,רְאוּבֵן in the territory of ,בֶׁ
his city mentioned first? 
 The (מַכּוֹת י.) גְמָרָא explains: רְאוּבֵן was the first person to 
attempt to rescue יוֹסֵף, as it says, יָדָם לֵהוּ מִּ שְמַע רְאוּבֵן וַיַצִּ  רְאוּבֵן — וַיִּ
heard, and he rescued him from their hand (ית ל״ז:כ״א  With his .(בְרֵאשִּ
dreams and bad reports about their conduct to their father יַעֲקֹב, the 
brothers considered יוֹסֵף a רוֹדֵף, pursuer. They were convinced that 
the death sentence against יוֹסֵף was halachically justified. When the 
brothers plotted against יוֹסֵף and wanted to kill him, רְאוּבֵן attempted 
to rescue him by suggesting that יוֹסֵף be thrown into a pit instead. His 
intention was to come back later to rescue יוֹסֵף and return him safely 
to his father. For doing so, he was rewarded by having the city of 
refuge in his territory, ר צֶׁ  .mentioned first ,בֶׁ
 What motivated רְאוּבֵן to risk provoking the wrath of his 

brothers by trying to save יוֹסֵף? The דְרָש ית רַבָה פ״ד:ט״ו) מִּ  tells (בְרֵאשִּ
us: רְאוּבֵן said, “In his dreams, יוֹסֵף counted me among his brothers … I 
thought that because of my sin in the incident of לְהָה ית ) בִּ בְרֵאשִּ
שְרָאֵל I would be excluded from ,(ל״ה:כ״ב  Should I not rescue .כְּלַל יִּ
him?” In the merit of this rescue, רְאוּבֵן was rewarded with the 
privilege of having the first of the six קְלָט  established in his עָרֵי מִּ
territory. 
 This דְרָש  contains an important insight. Two people can מִּ
hear the identical words and can react in completely opposite ways. 
 s dream of a sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him’יוֹסֵף
infuriated his brothers, who cried out, “ ם מָשוֹל …  מְלֹךְ עָלֵינוּ אִּ הֲמָלֹךְ תִּ

מְשֹל בָנוּ  …תִּ  — Will you then reign over us? Will you then dominate 
us?” (ibid. ל״ז:ח). The same dream filled רְאוּבֵן’s heart with joy and 
calmed his fears that he and his descendants would be banished 
forever from שְרָאֵל  Instead of being angered, he felt honored and .כְּלַל יִּ
relieved that he was counted as one of the eleven stars.  
 A person’s remarks may often be interpreted in various 
ways. Countless friendships have been destroyed due to 
misunderstood remarks. A Jew must train himself to focus carefully on 
the good in what he hears by following the advice of ת כָּל  :חֲזַ״ל הֱוֵי דָן אֶׁ וֶׁ
רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ו) and judge everyone favorably — הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת  .(פִּ
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The 2nd unfounded argument of the יֵצֶר הָרָע to shirk away from lending 
money is הֶעְלֵם יְדִיעָה — lack of knowledge. The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that 
some people have a false notion that performing חֶסֶד is a nice מִדָה, fine 
character trait, and is the correct way to act. Although this is true, in 
reality it is far greater than just a good מִדָה; it is the same מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא 
as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג etc. We all have to expend the energy and 
designate time to perform a חֶסֶד with the same שְלֵמוּת, perfection, as 
we do with the מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג etc.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים uses the analogy of the מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג to describe the 
 He writes that when a person .חֶסֶד we also must feel (and show) when performing a שִמְחָה
is בְשִמְחָה that ד׳ gave him a special gift and opportunity from שָמַיִם to perform a חֶסֶד, it 
raises the מִצְוָה into an entirely new realm! 

1. What was the special ה אֵל found in הקב״ה that מִדָּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  that בְּ
made Him choose us? 

2. Why does הקב״ה promise reward for 2,000 generations by the 
רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׂ רוֹ in עֲשֶׂ שַת יִתְּ רָּ  but only 1,000 generations in this ,פָּ
week’s ה שָּ  ?פַרְּ

ָּאֵל noticed how ד׳ .1 ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  ד׳ are careful not to feel big [and act differently] after ב
bestows kindness to them. ד׳ therefore chose to make them his special nation (
ְּכֶׂם  .(7:7 — ד״ה לאֹ מֵרֻב

2. The reward for עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ out of love—ְּאֹהֲבַי ָּפִים ל עַבוֹדַת  is greater than—(5:10) לַאֲל
ֶׂלֶׂף — due to fear ד׳ ְּא ָּו ל ְּוֹת ְּרֵי מִצ ְּשֹמ ֶׂף דוֹר) וּל ֶׂל  .(7:9 — ד״ה לְּא

1. What was the special ה אֵל found in הקב״ה that מִדָּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  that בְּ
made Him choose us? 

2. Why does הקב״ה promise reward for 2,000 generations by the 
רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׂ רוֹ in עֲשֶׂ שַת יִתְּ רָּ  but only 1,000 generations in this ,פָּ
week’s ה שָּ  ?פַרְּ

ָּאֵל noticed how ד׳ .1 ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  ד׳ are careful not to feel big [and act differently] after ב
bestows kindness to them. ד׳ therefore chose to make them his special nation (
ְּכֶׂם  .(7:7 — ד״ה לאֹ מֵרֻב

2. The reward for עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ out of love—ְּאֹהֲבַי ָּפִים ל עַבוֹדַת  is greater than—(5:10) לַאֲל
ֶׂלֶׂף — due to fear ד׳ ְּא ָּו ל ְּוֹת ְּרֵי מִצ ְּשֹמ ֶׂף דוֹר) וּל ֶׂל  .(7:9 — ד״ה לְּא

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַנְתָם לְבָנֶיךָ … וְאָהַבְתָ אֵת ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ בְכָל לְבָבְךָ  ים ו:ה… וְשִׁ ז(  -)דְבָרִׁ  
You shall love ד׳, your G-d, with all your heart … and you shall teach 
[the words of תוֹרָה] to your children…  
 In a letter that R’ Chaim Yosef Sonnenfeld זַצַ״ל wrote to R’ 
Yissachar Dov Teictal זַצַ״ל, he explained the significance of these two 
ים  ד׳ commands us to love תוֹרָה being next to each other: “The פְסוּקִׁ
with all our heart and soul. But how can this love of ד׳ be expressed in 
actuality? The answer is given by the תוֹרָה itself, ‘you shall teach [the 
words of תוֹרָה] to your children.’ By raising our children to study the 
 .ד׳ this is how we show our own true love for — תוֹרָה

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יבָה  was ,זַצַ״ל Rav Yehuda Zev Segal ,ראֺש יְשִׁ
known throughout the world as a man who lived with אַהֲבַת ד׳ and 
רְאַת ד׳ לוֹת all his life. His יִׁ  were sought after by thousands of people תְפִׁ
as the יבָה ם was known to beseech ראֺש יְשִׁ ינוּ שֶבַשָמַיִׁ  with all his אָבִׁ
heart on behalf of a fellow Jew in need. The obvious link between the 
יבָה  אַהֲבַת ד׳ and his תוֹרָה s profound love for every word of’ראֺש יְשִׁ
and רְאַת ד׳  .was quite apparent, especially to Shlomo Greenbaum יִׁ
 Learning in Manchester Yeshiva, Shlomo, a bright, 
charismatic יבָה  boy, was anxious to spend some private time with יְשִׁ
the saintly יבָה  on a weekly basis. Shlomo tried everything he ראֺש יְשִׁ
could think of to orchestrate a weekly meeting, and his persistence 
was rewarded.  
 He was informed that he would be permitted to escort the 
יבָה קְוָה to the ראֺש יְשִׁ  every Friday, but only if he would prepare a מִׁ
shtikel תוֹרָה on a piece of גְמָרָא that he had learned that week and tell 
it over as they were walking together.  
 Eager to secure this narrow window of opportunity to 
spend some private time with the יבָה  Shlomo quickly ,ראֺש יְשִׁ
accepted the offer and began preparing for the initial meeting. He 
chose a topic he knew well. Shlomo could hardly contain his 
excitement. Finally, the day arrived. 

 Shlomo approached his warm, soft-spoken י  and initiated רֶבִׁ
the conversation with a string of questions on the גְמָרָא which they 
had been learning that week. The conversation flowed and he quickly 
delved into the various commentaries, weaving together the 
questions he had presented the יבָה  at the onset of the ראֺש יְשִׁ
conversation. The יבָה  nodded and added bits and pieces to ראֺש יְשִׁ
Shlomo’s presentation, encouraging him as they went along. But 
then, as Shlomo was concluding his thoughts, Rav Segal asked him to 
repeat a תוֹסָפוֹת that was vaguely related to the topic. 
 Shlomo was pleased that his י  ,תוֹסָפוֹת had selected that רֶבִׁ
as he felt he knew it well. He repeated the תוֹסָפוֹת with confidence 
but was surprised that Rav Segal seemed unimpressed by his 
response. Once again Shlomo attempted to recite the תוֹסָפוֹת but his 
י  .mentioned that he had overlooked two words רֶבִׁ
 “Do you know why I remembered those two words?” His 
י  knew he had an important lesson to impart and smiled, “It is רֶבִׁ
because I love the תוֹסָפוֹת. And when one loves the תוֹסָפוֹת he 
remembers every word of it.” He looked at his student and fixed his 
eyes upon him for what seemed like an eternity. Love the תוֹרָה. Don’t 
just learn it. The words had pierced Shlomo’s soul. And he would 
never forget them. 
 Returning to the דְרָש  ,גְמָרָא Shlomo opened up his ,בֵית הַמִׁ
curious about the words he had missed. He spotted the תוֹסָפוֹת and 
read it through once again … And then he found them, “ין  .”וְכֵן בְעֶרָכִׁ
Two words. A small phrase indicating that the identical concepts 
could be found in another מַסֶכֶת. They did not appear to be essential 
to the crux of the explanation. Nevertheless they were two words to 
be found in a תוֹסָפוֹת.  
 A mere two words, but they were the difference between 
learning a תוֹסָפוֹת and loving it. If תוֹסָפוֹת thought that it was 
important to mention then it must have a significance.  
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Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• On אָב יוֹם  the Fifteenth of Av, we observe a partial ,ט״וּ בְּ
חֲנוּן we do not say ;טוֹב לָה and חָתָן a ,תַּ  do not fast on כַּ
their wedding day, and we should not make דִים פֵּ  One .הֶסְּ

reason ״ל  is to celebrate the fact that יו״ט declared this חֲזַּ
the darkness of night starts getting longer each night, 
giving us extra opportunity to learn תוֹרָה. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

When ר׳ אַהֲרֹן Rokeach זַצַ״ל of Belz was a חוּר  he received a ,בָּ
pocket watch as a gift. One morning, a passerby asked him for 
the current time. The boy looked at his new pocket watch and 
replied, “Ten minutes and thirty-two seconds past seven.” He 
asked the boy to explain why he was so precise in giving the 
time. The young ר׳ אַהֲרֹן explained  “ ה פוּן װעֶן אײֵנעֶר פרײֵגט אַ טוֹבָּ
לֵימוּת! שְּ  When someone asks a Jew a — אַ ײִד, עֶר דאַרף דאָס טאָן בְּ
favor, he must perform it לֵימוּת שְּ  ”!(completely) בְּ

Source: Something to Say — Goldwasser (ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד   ,תַּ
 One of the many Rebbes 
sought after by the Nazis ימ״ש 
during WWII, was ר׳ אַהֲרֹן 
Rokeach, ״ל צַּ  the 4th Belzer ,זַּ
Rebbe. The Belzer חֲסִידִים were 
 to spirit away their מוֹסֵר נֶפֶשׁ
Rebbe, who insisted on being 
accompanied by his half-brother, 
R' Mordechai. There were many 
occasions when they were almost 
caught; however, the חֲסִידִים 
successfully were one step ahead. 
In one hair-raising escape 
attempt, the brothers were 
driven from Poland, into Hungary 
with the help of a friendly 
counter-intelligence agent. After 
spending 8 months in Hungary, 
the brothers boarded the Orient 
Express train to Istanbul, Turkey. 
Finally they arrived in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, 
in February of 1944, where both 
men learned that they lost their 
entire families during the war. 
 s first stop-over’ר׳ אַהֲרֹן 
was in Haifa. It had a Jewish 
settlement and he intended to 
spend his first בָת  there. His שַּׁ
personal מִנְהָג, custom, in Poland 
had always been to employ his 
own שׁוֹחֵט. He would always 
carefully first examine the לָף  חַּ
(knife) before the שְׁחִיטָה and only 
then would he be prepared to eat 

meat.  
 Fully aware of his long-
standing מִנְהָג, his loyal סִידִים  חַּ
arranged to bring a trusted שׁוֹחֵט 
from יִם  for this very יְרוּשָׁלַּ
purpose. However, the Rebbe 
stated categorically that as he 
was an  ַּאוֹרֵח, guest, in another 
town, he would only eat from the 
 !of that town שְׁחִיטָה
 “Rebbe,” one of his 
 said, “we have brought חֲסִידִים
this שׁוֹחֵט over here from יִם  יְרוּשָׁלַּ
especially for this purpose. He is 
known in יִם  as an extremely יְרוּשָׁלַּ
good שׁוֹחֵט.  If you do not avail 
yourself now of his services, 
would you not be putting him to 
shame?” 
  “Indeed it may be 
unfortunate,” the Rebbe replied, 
“that I may possibly be putting 
this one man to shame indirectly. 
But if I do not eat from the local 
 I will put to shame a ,שְׁחִיטָה
whole town.” 
 My לְמִיד  we can ,תַּ
understand why R' Yeshayale 
Tchchoiver ״ל צַּ ר׳  once said that זַּ
 could never commit an אַהֲרֹן
ת ד׳ His .עֲבֵרָה  was done while עֲבוֹדַּ
thinking about the whole picture! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted: As Heard From Rabbi Wagschal (Feldheim) 
of 

the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

The last נָה ת תַעֲנִית in מִשְׁ כֶּ  (ד:ח) מַסֶּ
teaches:  רָאֵל יִשְׁ לאֺ הָיוּ יָמִים טוֹבִים לְׁ
יוֹם הַכִפּוּרִים... אָב וּכְׁ חֲמִשָה עָשָר בְׁ  There ,כְׁ
were no greater יָמִים טוֹבִים for  לַל כְׁ
רָאֵל  .יוֹם כִפּוּר and אָב than the 15th of יִשְׁ
The מָרָא אָב relates why (תַעֲנִית ל:) גְׁ  ט״ו בְׁ
is equated with the day of חִילָה לִיחָה וּמְׁ  סְׁ
and the day the 2nd לוּחוֹת were given. 
Three incidents involve the אַחְדוּת of 
 after being split: marriages from יִשְרָאֵל
one ט יָמִין to another; allowing שֵבֶּ ט בִנְׁ  שֵבֶּ
back to marry another ט  removing ;שֵבֶּ
the border guards thus allowing the 10 
בָטִים ל to be שְׁ גֶּ רֶּ ה לְׁ  Two demonstrate .עוֹלֶּ
 s love even to the sinners in His’ד׳
people: the last 15,000 of the רָיִם  עוֹלֵי מִצְׁ
did not die; the bodies of those killed in 
 did not rot and were buried. One בֵיתַר
shows יִשְרָאֵל’s love to His תּוֹרָה: after 
‘stopping cutting wood for the  ַבֵח  ’מִזְׁ
ceremony, we used our extra time for 
learning תוֹרָה. 

ט"ו באב



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The 2nd unfounded argument of the יֵצֶר הָרָע to shirk away from lending 
money is הֶעְלֵם יְדִיעָה — lack of knowledge. The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that 
some people have a false notion that performing חֶסֶד is a nice מִדָה, fine 
character trait, and is the correct way to act. Although this is true, in 
reality it is far greater than just a good מִדָה; it is the same מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא 
as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג etc. We all have to expend the energy and 
designate time to perform a חֶסֶד with the same שְלֵמוּת, perfection, as 
we do with the מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג etc.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים uses the analogy of the מִצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא as לוּלָב ,סֻכָה and אֶתְרוֹג to describe the 
 He writes that when a person .חֶסֶד we also must feel (and show) when performing a שִמְחָה
is בְשִמְחָה that ד׳ gave him a special gift and opportunity from שָמַיִם to perform a חֶסֶד, it 
raises the מִצְוָה into an entirely new realm! 

1. What was the special ה אֵל found in הקב״ה that מִדָּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  that בְּ
made Him choose us? 

2. Why does הקב״ה promise reward for 2,000 generations by the 
רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׂ רוֹ in עֲשֶׂ שַת יִתְּ רָּ  but only 1,000 generations in this ,פָּ
week’s ה שָּ  ?פַרְּ

ָּאֵל noticed how ד׳ .1 ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  ד׳ are careful not to feel big [and act differently] after ב
bestows kindness to them. ד׳ therefore chose to make them his special nation (
ְּכֶׂם  .(7:7 — ד״ה לאֹ מֵרֻב

2. The reward for עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ out of love—ְּאֹהֲבַי ָּפִים ל עַבוֹדַת  is greater than—(5:10) לַאֲל
ֶׂלֶׂף — due to fear ד׳ ְּא ָּו ל ְּוֹת ְּרֵי מִצ ְּשֹמ ֶׂף דוֹר) וּל ֶׂל  .(7:9 — ד״ה לְּא
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַנְתָם לְבָנֶיךָ … וְאָהַבְתָ אֵת ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ בְכָל לְבָבְךָ  ים ו:ה… וְשִׁ ז(  -)דְבָרִׁ  
You shall love ד׳, your G-d, with all your heart … and you shall teach 
[the words of תוֹרָה] to your children…  
 In a letter that R’ Chaim Yosef Sonnenfeld זַצַ״ל wrote to R’ 
Yissachar Dov Teictal זַצַ״ל, he explained the significance of these two 
ים  ד׳ commands us to love תוֹרָה being next to each other: “The פְסוּקִׁ
with all our heart and soul. But how can this love of ד׳ be expressed in 
actuality? The answer is given by the תוֹרָה itself, ‘you shall teach [the 
words of תוֹרָה] to your children.’ By raising our children to study the 
 .ד׳ this is how we show our own true love for — תוֹרָה

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יבָה  was ,זַצַ״ל Rav Yehuda Zev Segal ,ראֺש יְשִׁ
known throughout the world as a man who lived with אַהֲבַת ד׳ and 
רְאַת ד׳ לוֹת all his life. His יִׁ  were sought after by thousands of people תְפִׁ
as the יבָה ם was known to beseech ראֺש יְשִׁ ינוּ שֶבַשָמַיִׁ  with all his אָבִׁ
heart on behalf of a fellow Jew in need. The obvious link between the 
יבָה  אַהֲבַת ד׳ and his תוֹרָה s profound love for every word of’ראֺש יְשִׁ
and רְאַת ד׳  .was quite apparent, especially to Shlomo Greenbaum יִׁ
 Learning in Manchester Yeshiva, Shlomo, a bright, 
charismatic יבָה  boy, was anxious to spend some private time with יְשִׁ
the saintly יבָה  on a weekly basis. Shlomo tried everything he ראֺש יְשִׁ
could think of to orchestrate a weekly meeting, and his persistence 
was rewarded.  
 He was informed that he would be permitted to escort the 
יבָה קְוָה to the ראֺש יְשִׁ  every Friday, but only if he would prepare a מִׁ
shtikel תוֹרָה on a piece of גְמָרָא that he had learned that week and tell 
it over as they were walking together.  
 Eager to secure this narrow window of opportunity to 
spend some private time with the יבָה  Shlomo quickly ,ראֺש יְשִׁ
accepted the offer and began preparing for the initial meeting. He 
chose a topic he knew well. Shlomo could hardly contain his 
excitement. Finally, the day arrived. 

 Shlomo approached his warm, soft-spoken י  and initiated רֶבִׁ
the conversation with a string of questions on the גְמָרָא which they 
had been learning that week. The conversation flowed and he quickly 
delved into the various commentaries, weaving together the 
questions he had presented the יבָה  at the onset of the ראֺש יְשִׁ
conversation. The יבָה  nodded and added bits and pieces to ראֺש יְשִׁ
Shlomo’s presentation, encouraging him as they went along. But 
then, as Shlomo was concluding his thoughts, Rav Segal asked him to 
repeat a תוֹסָפוֹת that was vaguely related to the topic. 
 Shlomo was pleased that his י  ,תוֹסָפוֹת had selected that רֶבִׁ
as he felt he knew it well. He repeated the תוֹסָפוֹת with confidence 
but was surprised that Rav Segal seemed unimpressed by his 
response. Once again Shlomo attempted to recite the תוֹסָפוֹת but his 
י  .mentioned that he had overlooked two words רֶבִׁ
 “Do you know why I remembered those two words?” His 
י  knew he had an important lesson to impart and smiled, “It is רֶבִׁ
because I love the תוֹסָפוֹת. And when one loves the תוֹסָפוֹת he 
remembers every word of it.” He looked at his student and fixed his 
eyes upon him for what seemed like an eternity. Love the תוֹרָה. Don’t 
just learn it. The words had pierced Shlomo’s soul. And he would 
never forget them. 
 Returning to the דְרָש  ,גְמָרָא Shlomo opened up his ,בֵית הַמִׁ
curious about the words he had missed. He spotted the תוֹסָפוֹת and 
read it through once again … And then he found them, “ין  .”וְכֵן בְעֶרָכִׁ
Two words. A small phrase indicating that the identical concepts 
could be found in another מַסֶכֶת. They did not appear to be essential 
to the crux of the explanation. Nevertheless they were two words to 
be found in a תוֹסָפוֹת.  
 A mere two words, but they were the difference between 
learning a תוֹסָפוֹת and loving it. If תוֹסָפוֹת thought that it was 
important to mention then it must have a significance.  

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtSroll) 
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weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

The last נָה ת תַעֲנִית in מִשְׁ כֶּ  (ד:ח) מַסֶּ
teaches:  רָאֵל יִשְׁ לאֺ הָיוּ יָמִים טוֹבִים לְׁ
יוֹם הַכִפּוּרִים... אָב וּכְׁ חֲמִשָה עָשָר בְׁ  There ,כְׁ
were no greater יָמִים טוֹבִים for  לַל כְׁ
רָאֵל  .יוֹם כִפּוּר and אָב than the 15th of יִשְׁ
The מָרָא אָב relates why (תַעֲנִית ל:) גְׁ  ט״ו בְׁ
is equated with the day of חִילָה לִיחָה וּמְׁ  סְׁ
and the day the 2nd לוּחוֹת were given. 
Three incidents involve the אַחְדוּת of 
 after being split: marriages from יִשְרָאֵל
one ט יָמִין to another; allowing שֵבֶּ ט בִנְׁ  שֵבֶּ
back to marry another ט  removing ;שֵבֶּ
the border guards thus allowing the 10 
בָטִים ל to be שְׁ גֶּ רֶּ ה לְׁ  Two demonstrate .עוֹלֶּ
 s love even to the sinners in His’ד׳
people: the last 15,000 of the רָיִם  עוֹלֵי מִצְׁ
did not die; the bodies of those killed in 
 did not rot and were buried. One בֵיתַר
shows יִשְרָאֵל’s love to His תּוֹרָה: after 
‘stopping cutting wood for the  ַבֵח  ’מִזְׁ
ceremony, we used our extra time for 
learning תוֹרָה. 

ט"ו באב



A certain newly appointed Rosh Yeshiva once came to the Bais 
Yisroel’s tisch on Friday night. He was honored by having his 
name called out, and seemed appreciative. Afterwards, the 
Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Alter; his Gabbai (attendant and assistant), 
R’ Binke, and his Shaliach (who was sent on missions for the 

Rebbe), R’ Kleinlehrer, went home.

R’ Kleinlehrer came back to the Rebbe and 
found him with a broad smile on his face.

R’ Kleinlehrer followed the Rebbe’s instructions 
and knocked on the Rosh Yeshiva’s front door.

Oy! Is 
everything all 

right? How can I 
assist the Rebbe’s 

shaliach?

The Rebbe sent me 
to clarify that the Gabbai’s 

calling out names without titles 
is a Gerrer minhag. The Rebbe 
realized that this may seem 
offensive to a Rosh Yeshiva, 

and apologizes.

Oh, thank you! I 
am so pleased and 
impressed with the 
Rebbe’s sensitivity.

Reb Leizer Moishe was 
recently appointed Rosh 

Yeshiva. When you announced 
his name, you said, ‘Leizer Moishe,’ 
like everyone else! True, that’s the 

custom among chassidim, but he 
might have felt bad. We need to 

fix it…

Go to his house 
and tell him that you 
heard me express my 

distress to the gabbai 
over the fact that he hadn’t 

announced his name with 
proper respect. Tell him 

that I apologize!

Rebbe, it is 
quite late… perhaps 
the Rosh Yeshiva has 

already gone to 
bed?

No, I’m sure 
he hasn’t gone to 
sleep yet. Go, and 

then report back to 
me.

Shoin, now he’s 
sleeping well! Oy, 
how easy this was 
to rectify!... It is 

forbidden to hurt 
people’s feelings.

Nu, was 
he sleeping 
already?

Rebbe was right. 
He was awake and 
was very pleased 

to hear the Rebbe’s 
explanation.

ר זַצַ״ל תֶּ רָאֵל אַלְׂ כַי זַצַ״ל the third son of ,ר׳ יִשְׂ דְׂ רָהָם מָרְׂ ת the) ר׳ אַבְׂ רֵי אֱמֶּ הוּדִית and (אִמְׂ  was born in ,חַיָה ראָדעֶּ יְׂ
Góra Kalwaria, Poland. Until the age of ten, he learned under his grandfather, יֵה לֵײבּ זַצַ״ל הוּדָה אַרְׂ  ר׳ יְׂ
(the ת פַת אֱמֶּ וָה At his .עִלּוּי and was already recognized as an (שְׂ  ,he became engaged to his cousin ,בַּר מִצְׂ
ת They married in 1910. In 1940, the .חַיָה שָרָה רֵי אֱמֶּ רָאֵל escaped to אִמְׂ ץ יִשְׂ רֶּ ר׳  ,along with his three sons אֶּ
רָאֵל רָאֵל the) יִשְׂ חָה בּוּנִים ,(בֵּית יִשְׂ חָה the) ר׳ שִמְׂ נַחֵם and ,(לֵב שִמְׂ חָס מְׂ נַחֵם the) ר׳ פִינְׂ נֵי מְׂ רָאֵל .(פְׂ  s wife and’ר׳ יִשְׂ
children perished while trying to escape הי״ד. He remarried in 1948 to רל  Weinfeld, but he did not have פעֶּ
children from this marriage. After his father's טִירָה  he assumed the mantle of leadership. For the ,פְׂ
next 29 years, with his unusual caring, brilliance and טוּת ה he was ,פַשְׂ  and חֲסִידוּת to rebuild Gerrer זוֹכֶּ
was a major force in the דוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה ת גְׂ צֶּ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶּ  As a staunch supporter of authentic .אֲגֻדַת יִשְׂ
רָאֵל the ,ײִדִישקײט רָאֵל ,had a profound positive impact on many people. His magnum opus בֵּית יִשְׂ  is a ,בֵּית יִשְׂ

concise version of his רֵי תוֹרָה  .טִישִים that he delivered at his דִבְׂ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,born in Belz ,(4th Belzer Rebbe) זַצַ״ל Rokeach ר׳ אַהֲרֹן
Ukraine, was the כוֹר ר דוֹב of בְּ שכָׂ ה and ר׳ יִשָׂ מָׂ ה רוּחָׂ  née) בַאשָׂ
Twersky). He was taught by his father and his grandfather, 

עַ  הוֹשֻׁ אוֹן the 2nd Belzer Rebbe. He was a ,ר׳ יְּ ה in all facets of גָׂ  and his ,תּוֹרָׂ
father delegated all ה כָׂ סַק הֲלָׂ ה He married .ר׳ אַהֲרֹן to פְּ כָׂ  the daughter of ,מַלְּ
his father's brother מוּאֵל ב the ,שְּ  of Sokal. He and his wife had 5 sons and 4 רָׂ
daughters. In 1926, after his father’s ה טִירָׂ  .he was appointed Rebbe ,פְּ
During WWII, through many נִסִים, he escaped to אֵל רָׂ  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן .אֶרֶץ יִשְּ
devoted the rest of his life to rebuilding ה  He opened .חֲסִידוּת and תּוֹרָׂ
a ה מוּד תּוֹרָׂ ה and a תֶּל אָבִיב in תַּלְּ שִיבָׂ לַיִם in יְּ רוּשָׂ  He was beloved by all and is .יְּ
buried next to ר׳ מֹשֶה Feinstein and the Tchebiner ב  .רָׂ

 כ״א מנחם אב
5640 – 5717 
1880 – 1957 

The 4th Belzer Rebbe, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן Rokeach זַצַ״ל, was 

known as the ‘Wonder Rabbiner’ by both 
Jews and Gentiles alike. It is related that  ר׳
עַ העֶרשל  ,זַצַ״ל ,of Kopycznitz אַבְרָהָם יְהוֹשֻׁ
once asked him what he ate for breakfast. 
פַת  responded that he had fulfilled ר׳ אַהֲרֹן
 .by putting sugar into his coffee שַחֲרִית
The Kopycznitzer urged him to eat more 
— the world needed him to be strong. Four 
years later, when the Kopycznitzer visited 
the Belzer Rebbe once again, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן said him, 
“Since your last visit, I now eat another spoonful 

because it is a מִצְוָה to listen to דִבְרֵי חֲכָמִים!”  

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה       יל מֹשֶׁ ר …  אָז יַבְדִּ צֶׁ ת בֶׁ ים…) לָרְאוּבֵנִי… אֶׁ מג(-ד:מא דְבָרִּ  
 Then Moshe set aside … Betzer … of Reuven … 
 Shortly before his death, ה עָרֵי  designated three of the six מֹשֶׁ
קְלָט  cities of refuge, where a Jew who had killed someone ,מִּ
accidentally could flee from the pursuit of the victims close relatives. 
The remaining three cities were later set aside by  ַע שְרָאֵל in יְהוֹשֻׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  אֶׁ
proper on the western bank of the יַרְדֵן. The three cities that  ַע  יְהוֹשֻׁ
designated are listed in a north-to-south order (עַ כ:ז  while the ,(יְהוֹשֻׁ
three cities that ה  designated are listed from south to north, with מֹשֶׁ
ר צֶׁ  merit to have רְאוּבֵן listed first. Why did ,רְאוּבֵן in the territory of ,בֶׁ
his city mentioned first? 
 The (מַכּוֹת י.) גְמָרָא explains: רְאוּבֵן was the first person to 
attempt to rescue יוֹסֵף, as it says, יָדָם לֵהוּ מִּ שְמַע רְאוּבֵן וַיַצִּ  רְאוּבֵן — וַיִּ
heard, and he rescued him from their hand (ית ל״ז:כ״א  With his .(בְרֵאשִּ
dreams and bad reports about their conduct to their father יַעֲקֹב, the 
brothers considered יוֹסֵף a רוֹדֵף, pursuer. They were convinced that 
the death sentence against יוֹסֵף was halachically justified. When the 
brothers plotted against יוֹסֵף and wanted to kill him, רְאוּבֵן attempted 
to rescue him by suggesting that יוֹסֵף be thrown into a pit instead. His 
intention was to come back later to rescue יוֹסֵף and return him safely 
to his father. For doing so, he was rewarded by having the city of 
refuge in his territory, ר צֶׁ  .mentioned first ,בֶׁ
 What motivated רְאוּבֵן to risk provoking the wrath of his 

brothers by trying to save יוֹסֵף? The דְרָש ית רַבָה פ״ד:ט״ו) מִּ  tells (בְרֵאשִּ
us: רְאוּבֵן said, “In his dreams, יוֹסֵף counted me among his brothers … I 
thought that because of my sin in the incident of לְהָה ית ) בִּ בְרֵאשִּ
שְרָאֵל I would be excluded from ,(ל״ה:כ״ב  Should I not rescue .כְּלַל יִּ
him?” In the merit of this rescue, רְאוּבֵן was rewarded with the 
privilege of having the first of the six קְלָט  established in his עָרֵי מִּ
territory. 
 This דְרָש  contains an important insight. Two people can מִּ
hear the identical words and can react in completely opposite ways. 
 s dream of a sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him’יוֹסֵף
infuriated his brothers, who cried out, “ ם מָשוֹל …  מְלֹךְ עָלֵינוּ אִּ הֲמָלֹךְ תִּ

מְשֹל בָנוּ  …תִּ  — Will you then reign over us? Will you then dominate 
us?” (ibid. ל״ז:ח). The same dream filled רְאוּבֵן’s heart with joy and 
calmed his fears that he and his descendants would be banished 
forever from שְרָאֵל  Instead of being angered, he felt honored and .כְּלַל יִּ
relieved that he was counted as one of the eleven stars.  
 A person’s remarks may often be interpreted in various 
ways. Countless friendships have been destroyed due to 
misunderstood remarks. A Jew must train himself to focus carefully on 
the good in what he hears by following the advice of ת כָּל  :חֲזַ״ל הֱוֵי דָן אֶׁ וֶׁ
רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ו) and judge everyone favorably — הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת  .(פִּ

Adapted from: Rav Pam on Chumash (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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